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Hello!  Thanks for being with us.  To day I'd like to talk about marks in the forehead.  This is a
constant subject among Christians in these last days.  It seems that everyone has an idea what
kind of marking technique will be used to designate Satan's wicked children.  However, maybe
we can get some insight today which will make it easier to perceive what the Bible is referring to. 

Many years ago, one of the concepts of the mark of the beast, as referred to in Revelation 13, was
the telephone.  Now, this may seem pretty ridiculous, but you have to realize that in every
generation there are new technologies that come to light, and when the new technologies are
discovered, the older ideas quickly become antiquated.  A prime example of this is the computer. 
When the first computer was created, it was nothing much more than a giant calculating machine. 
If you owned that first computer today, and was demonstrating it to your friends, they would tell
you that you were crazy, and that it wasn't really a computer.  Of course, that first machine was
truly a computer, but much, much simplified in comparison with the extremely fast and
complicated computers we have today.  Many years ago, when the telephone was still in its
infancy, it was regarded by some as the technology which represented the mark of the beast. 
There were some who suggested that by holding the receiver in your right hand, you had the
mark of the beast in your right hand.  And, by having the receiver also pressed into the side of
your head, it was close enough to be considered as having the mark of the beast in your forehead.

Throughout our history of electrical inventions, there have been several objects which were
looked at as implements of the mark of the beast.  Of course, each invention that came along
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looked at prophecy from a strictly literal and physical sense.  One of the major objects of
invention which gained some attention as the mark of the beast was the radio, which could put
the mark in your right hand because you turned the radio on with your right hand, and also it
could put the mark in your forehead because you were facing it and listening to it.  Of course, the
television set, the appliance itself, was also a contender for the mark of the beast concept, in that
it also was turned on by the right hand and was also looked at and listened to.  Today, the
computer is also considered to be a threat to anyone who wants to avoid the mark of the beast,
and this concept is taught by some people from the same angle as the radio and television sets
which focus on turning them on and being involved with the electrical aspect of them.

The television set, in my opinion, came much closer to reality than the radio to meeting the
requirements for being the mark of the beast, in that it was considered to have a single eye, and
that it produced an image of man's overall sin nature.  Many people equated the screen of the
television to the quote, “all seeing eye,” similar to the eye at the top of the pyramid on our one
dollar bills.  But of course, as with the other electrical inventions, the television was passed by in
favor of new technology.  Several years ago, the bar codes were developed.  I was fascinated with
the bar codes for quite some time, and did some research on them.  It certainly is interesting that
the number 666 is found on each bar code on most products, at least on those bar codes which
were first developed.  If you look at a bar code on grocery store products, such as a Kleenex box,
you will see two sets of numbers with perpendicular lines above each number.  Each number was
assigned two lines, and each line was wider or narrower and also separated by a wide or narrow
spacing.  The only exception to this two line concept was for the number six, which, on some bar
codes, could be designated by only one line.  Anyway, if you look on the bar code for a box of
Kleenex you will see that there are two groups of five numbers with a pair of perpendicular lines
above them.  You will also notice that there are two very skinny lines preceding the first group of
five numbers and also two skinny lines directly following the second group of five numbers.  In
addition to this, you will also see two skinny lines in the middle of the bar code which separate
these two groups of five numbers.  Now, each set of two skinny lines are used to designate the
number six.  But, with these three sets of two skinny lines designating the number six, there is no
number printed below.  In fact, these two skinny lines designating the sixes extend down lower
than the other lines and also take up the space where the numbers would normally be printed. 
So, basically, on every bar code of this type there are three sixes.  One set of these two skinny
lines at the beginning, one set in the middle, and one set at the end.  Each bar code can be
scanned when the scanning machine recognizes the three sixes.  The first six tells the scanning
machine that a group of numbers can be scanned.  The second six tells the machine to begin
scanning the second group of numbers, and the third six tells the scanning machine to stop
scanning.    

Now, I could go into more detail, but it really isn't necessary to do so.  These bar codes have been
around for a long time, and if this was truly the mark of the beast, and if people were taking the
mark just by purchasing something with a bar code on it, then you and I are already doomed, for
we've all shopped at a grocery store.  But then, that's the problem with electrical and physical
marks which are attributed to the mark of the beast.  Essentially, these public devices are placed
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out there for everyone to use, however, they do not require a person to pledge allegiance to Satan. 
What I mean is, in the Bible's concept of the mark of the beast, the mark is a designation of
ownership, and the person who receives the mark is actually giving allegiance to the devil.  Just
buying something which has a mark on it which you have no understanding of is not what
condemns you to hell.  Of course, there were people who claimed that if you purchased anything
with a bar code on it that had the three sixes designation, then you had automatically taken the
mark of the beast, and you were doomed to be thrown into the lake of fire.  If this was really true,
then what would actually be happening is that millions of God's people would purchase a
product, not knowing about the number 666 on the bar code, and would instantly lose their
salvation.  This would mean that God could not protect them, but that in their innocent ignorance
they would be eternally lost.  

It is extremely important to realize that taking the mark of the beast must be a choice by the
individual to actually worship Satan.  Giving your allegiance to Satan is the true meaning of the
mark of the beast, and no one will be sent to hell because they could not understand it before it
happened.  In order to receive the mark of the beast, and listen closely to what I say, in order to
receive the mark of the beast, you would have to choose to worship the things of Satan instead of
choosing to worship the heavenly things of God.  God has not put us here on this earth to be
stolen by Satan.  If that were so, and if we could actually be taken away from God by trickery,
then all Satan would have to do is invent a mark that could be applied through the eating of
breakfast cereal and just about everybody would be damned before 9:00 O'clock in the morning. 
But, God has given mankind a choice of whether or not to serve him.  Humans have a choice,
and can choose to serve God or can choose to serve Satan.  But, as it says in James 1:14-15, “But
every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  15 Then when lust
has conceived, it brings forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, brings forth death.”  This is how
people end up in hell.  This is how we make choices in this world.  In each and every case
concerning any concept for the mark of the beast, there has to be a choice made by the person
who actually takes the mark.  God does not condemn his children for being ignorant of current
technological inventions.  Condemnation only comes when the heart has been drawn away from
the things of God and has become centered on the things of this world.  

Well, let's take a look at another mark of the beast concept which has been taught by many
teachers of prophecy.  Following in the steps of the bar code was a technological invention
whereby a person could have a plastic liquid injected in his hand which would spread out under
the skin, causing a flat plastic surface large enough to accept imprinting by electronic means. 
Each person receiving the plastic implant would be stamped with a personal identification
number, and supposedly, when a person purchased something in the store, a machine would scan
their hand and read their personal ID.  Of course, this took care of the concept of having the mark
in the right hand, but there was a question concerning what to do with someone who had lost
their right hand in an accident.  The answer, of course, was that if the person had no right hand,
then the plastic would be injected under the skin on the forehead of the person.  This caused quite
a stir in Christian circles for a time, and many prophecy teachers jumped on this band wagon. 
However, the technology was superceded by invisible ink, and eventually it was also superceded
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by the technology of a computer chip implanted beneath the skin.  Once again, the technology
required the right hand, but the forehead would be used if the person had no right hand.  Some
even claimed that the person receiving the implanted chip would be able to choose whether they
wanted the chip in their right hand or in their forehead.  

Of course, the list continues to go on and on and on, and new technological inventions continue
to surface.  If it isn't the Social Security number that damns everybody to hell, than the next wave
of fear concerns another personal ID that will certainly damn them.  There is no end of the
possibilities with which Satan tries to confuse us.  However, if you will notice one important
thing, notice that in each and every case, the current suggested process for the mark of the beast
comes and it goes.  When a new physical invention looms on the horizon, the old invention is
discarded, and the teachers of prophecy begin to sell their new doctrine.  In each and every case,
the mark of the beast has not really been discovered, and each new invention for this mark passes
away to make room for the next.  What are Christians supposed to do if we can never know what
the mark of the beast is?  If we trust that the one form of marking is true, then we might miss the
next form of it.  What if the mark is really the telephone?  What if the mark was really the social
security number?   What if the mark is already past and Christians have all been duped into
taking it without ever realizing it?  Of course, this is just a silly thought just as each new
electronic mark concept is silly.  God doesn't cast away his children because Satan slipped in
something unexpected.  Christians will not be responsible for their ignorance if their heart is in
the right place.  Romans 10:10-11, says, “For with the heart man believes unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  11 For the scripture says, Whoever
believes on him shall not be ashamed.”  Our righteousness is not because we are intelligent, but
because we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is with the heart that we believe, and it is through
our belief in Jesus Christ that we come into his righteousness.  

It is the wicked of this earth which will perish.  They will perish because they did not love the
truth.  The righteous love the truth.  Therefore, the righteous will not have to worry about being
destroyed just because they didn't happen to recognize that the telephone or the computer or
whatever was the mark of the beast.  God does not look on the outward appearance of a man, but
on the heart.  

Let me say something quite plainly.  If you end up in the Lake of Fire, it won't be because
something was placed in or on your physical body.  Yes, you certainly could take a physical
mark.  I'm not saying that there aren't enough physical possibilities out there.  But, it won't be the
physical mark which condemns you.  What will condemn you will be your heart.  It is the heart
that God looks at, not the outward man.  And, let me ask you one more question.  If there is a
physical mark of the beast, and someone actually receives that physical mark in their forehead or
in their right hand, when was that person's soul actually destroyed?  Was their soul destroyed at
the time they took the physical mark, or was their soul destroyed when their heart became more
concerned with their own life instead of being concerned about the love of God?  The answer, I
think, is quite simple.  A person will lose their soul when their heart turns away from God and
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their flesh begins to be in control.  They will lose their soul by desiring things of the world so
much that when they are actually put to the test, they will fail.  

In order for a person to be strong in the Lord and to resist evil even unto death, a person must
have a right heart before God.  It is the heart that will determine what the person actually does. 
The fleshly body is what demonstrates outwardly the true heart of man.  It is the outward
appearance of the man which demonstrates what the inner man is really like.  If you were ever to
take the mark of the beast, then before a physical mark ever happens, your heart will have already
gone over to the devil.  If you do not have a true heart for God, you will fall.  And this is
important to know.  If you do fall, it will be because your heart was not right with God.

So, what is the most important thing we need to recognize concerning the concept of being
marked with Satan's designation of ownership?  Is a computer chip, which could be implanted
under a man's skin, the most important thing we need to recognize?  Or, is it more important that
we need to recognize the Bible truth that our heart must be pure toward God?  Certainly it is
plain to see that the most important thing is that you love heavenly things so much that the things
of earth pale in comparison.  Without doubt, it is the heart that is most important.  And, in fact, it
is the heart which is most at risk for receiving the mark of the beast.  If your heart grows cold,
and your flesh begins to be the ruler of your lives, then God will cause you to be marked as
belonging to Satan.  It will make no difference if the physical mark comes along later or not. 
You will still be just as damned when your heart goes after the things of this world as if and
when you take the actual physical mark.  It is the physical mark that Satan wants you to
concentrate on though, because he knows that as long as you are confident of not having a
physical mark, you won't notice when your heart is growing cold toward God.  Satan is like a
magician which tells you to look at his right hand but not to look up his left sleeve.  Satan doesn't
care if the whole world studies new technology for an outward marking in the flesh.  He loves
that, for he knows that as long as mankind focuses on an outward physical mark, name, or
number of the beast, they will never pay attention to the actual state of their heart.  God wants us
to be concerned with the health of our spiritual heart, Satan doesn't.

Now, in scripture there are several places which refer to a mark or name being put in the
forehead, not for designating ownership by Satan, but for designating ownership by God himself. 
Let me give you some of these, just so you will see what I mean.  Ezekiel 9:4-6 says, “And the
LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a
mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry because of all the abominations that
are done in the midst of it.  5 And to the others he said in my hearing, Go after him through the
city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have pity:  6 Slay utterly old and young, both
maids, and little children, and women: but do not come near any man upon whom is the mark;
and begin at my sanctuary.  Then they began with the ancient men which were before the house.” 

Here is a prophetical reference by God saying that those men who hated the abominations of the
wicked were to be spared.  This is a mark on the forehead, but certainly not a computer chip. 
God is a spirit, and does not need to use computer chips to mark us.
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Revelation 3:12 says, “Him that overcomes will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he
shall go out no more: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of
my God, which is new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my God: and I will
write upon him my new name.”  Another scripture is, Revelation 7:2-3.  It says, “And I saw
another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud
voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,  3 Saying, Do not
hurt the earth, nor the sea, nor the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God in their
foreheads.”  Here again that scripture was a reference to protection provided to God's servants by
having God's seal in their foreheads.  Another scripture which presents the same picture is
Revelation 9:4, which says, “And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of
the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which do not have the seal
of God in their foreheads.”  And, another scripture, Revelation 14:1, says, “And I looked, and,
behold, a Lamb stood on mount Zion, and with him one hundred and forty four thousand, having
his Father's name written in their foreheads.”  Once again, here are righteous people marked with
God's name in their foreheads.  

And, the last scripture I'll give you is Revelation 22:1-4, which describes the Lord's Kingdom in
the New Jerusalem.  It says, “And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.  2 In the midst of the street of it, and on
either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve kinds of fruit, and yielded her fruit
every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  3 And there shall be
no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve
him:  4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.”

Now, these scriptures have described a marking or name of God in God's righteous people.  And
the important thing to consider is that the mark or name of God is written in the foreheads of his
children to show who owns them, and is not a physical branding or marking.  The references to a
mark, name, or number in the forehead is spiritual.  We don't have to have a physical mark in
order to be designated as righteous people or to be designated as wicked people.  In fact, the
marking, naming, or numbering is just a symbolic reference which denotes ownership, and that
ownership is determined by the judgment of God as he looks upon the heart.  In fact, it is the
heart that determines the wickedness or righteousness of an individual.  And, the destruction of
the soul comes when the heart turns cold and turns away from the things of God.  Any physical
mark that a person receives would only be the result of a cold heart which no longer desired the
things of God.  It is not a physical mark that destroys God's people, but a cold heart.  When
humans begin to seek the things of this world instead of seeking the things of God, they lose their
soul.  

Satan is a magician.  His purpose is to get Christians looking at a physical marking system so that
they will not see the true marking system of the heart.  In the final analysis, it is the heart that
must be preserved.  If you have a perfect heart for God, you will never have to fear a physical
mark from Satan.  We Christians need to stop listening to all the hype about different electronic
markings of Satan, and start paying attention to the Bible verses which tell us to set our
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affections on things above, not on things of the earth.   The assurance of our salvation does not
come because we didn't end up with a physical mark in our foreheads.  Our salvation is assured
through Jesus Christ, and through the love of God which shines forth from our hearts.  And, if
you do end up with a physical mark in your forehead, it will only be because your heart grew cold
toward God.  

The bottom line?  Just love Jesus Christ with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength. 
All the rest will fall perfectly into place. 


